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ROAD TRAFFIC LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (REGISTRATION LABELS) BILL 2009 

Second Reading 

Resumed from 12 November. 

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale) [3.40 pm]: The policy intention behind the Road Traffic Legislation 
Amendment (Registration Labels) Bill 2009 is clear and has merit. I recall this issue being raised a couple of 
years ago when we were in government. Both Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich and I indicated some support for moving 
down this path to abolish registration stickers for light vehicles.  

We understand that the government’s view is that this is a system whose time has come. The point of the vehicle 
registration stickers was, in the first instance, to allow police to identify whether or not a vehicle was correctly 
licensed. Now, with automation and the ability of police to check online from within their vehicles the 
registration of motor vehicles, that basic fundamental driver is no longer required and we can move on from 
vehicle registration stickers. We understand all that. However, we are concerned that perhaps there has not been 
enough work done to ensure that this new system will not have unintended consequences; that is, create 
liabilities for those who deal commercially in motor vehicles and also cause an increased incidence in the 
number of unlicensed vehicles on the road. Some of these problems are transitional problems that could be 
overcome with a little thought. Unfortunately, when we read the second reading speech, there does not appear to 
have been any consideration as to how to cater for this problem. There does not seem to be any mechanism put 
in place to track the impact of the removal of stickers. If it is the case that people fall behind on vehicle 
registrations because they do not have that reminder device, quite clearly we need to put other strategies in place.  

Although the underlying policy of the bill is understood, there needs to be more attention given to how we 
manage the transitional issues that will arise. For example, rather than send out a single reminder for motor 
vehicle registration, is there an intention to provide, in the event that a person has not renewed, a second 
reminder notice? People have relied on stickers for such a long time that it is quite possible that we will see an 
increased incidence in people not renewing vehicle registrations simply because they overlook a single reminder 
notice. The member for Bassendean, for example, tells me that every morning he checks his tyres, and part of his 
routine is to check his vehicle registration sticker. Hon Ken Travers was reported in the paper today as saying 
that he noticed on his government-owned vehicle that the sticker was out of date and queried it with the 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet. The department’s response was, “Oh, we haven’t renewed!” Had he not 
had that device, then he would not have been alerted to that. There certainly could have been ramifications.  

Our principal point is not that the sticker is the only way to deal with vehicle registrations, but given that people 
have relied on stickers for such a long time, it is not adequate to deal with this mechanism by simply saying, 
“We’ll send out a notice once a year. If people haven’t registered, they bear the consequences.” We have to put 
in place transitional arrangements. We also need to have some monitoring or reporting arrangement in place as 
to what have been the consequences; for example, how many vehicles have been re-registered within the 
required time with the current vehicle registration sticker and then again after we remove the requirement for the 
vehicle registration sticker. We should monitor what goes on.  

I note in a newspaper article yesterday, Hon Simon O’Brien said that a hotline would be set up so the public can 
track vehicle registrations at any time. This obviously is not something that was considered at the time this 
legislation was introduced. This has been a post-facto reaction to some of the critique that has arisen. We would 
very much like to know when this hotline will be operational and for how long will it be available, because it is 
important. Again, if people see the sticker as a safety net, we have to have something to replace it. There needs 
to be a hotline access. We would also suggest that that hotline not simply be a call centre, as there will 
potentially be great delays. We already expect long delays at vehicle licensing centres. Is it intended that there be 
any capacity for people to check online? This is probably a more useful way for people to access the 
information. The member for Bassendean, as he gets up, turns on his computer and looks at whatever he looks 
at—I hope it is all good! He can flick over to check his vehicle registration. Seriously, it is important that people 
have the capacity to check. We need to outline here exactly what the hotline will consist of. Is it a telephone 
communication? Is it an online communication? If it is not an online communication, we would like the minister 
to consider an online facility.  

The member is aware that motor vehicle traders have expressed concerns. Again, I think their problems are 
substantially transitional. Traders say that they accept vehicles into their yards in circumstances in which they 
may not have the registration papers. I would have thought there were a few problems with doing that. I can 
understand that if someone comes in for an appraisal, but I would not have thought a trader would take custody 
of a vehicle without registration papers. It would certainly be useful for the Motor Trade Association of Western 
Australia to access registrations online, with a person’s authority. I realise that there are issues of privacy—a 
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person’s identity needs to be protected. Again, we actually have to have that mechanism. If we do not have 
registration stickers, we have to have some other way that people can check that their registration is up to date. I 
suppose that people carry their motor vehicle driver’s licence. A lot of people do not have their motor vehicle 
registration papers on them, understandably, because if the vehicle is stolen that eases the way for the thief to 
dispose of the vehicle. It is quite reasonable to say we have to have some transitional arrangements in place. As 
motor vehicle dealers say, registration stickers serve as a useful reminder as they might have up to 400 or 500 
vehicles in the yard and they need to be able to readily check the registration of those vehicles. Again, I think 
that car dealers can put in place strategies to deal with that without requiring their whole population to have 
stickers. It may well be that they in fact need to create their own stickers to act as a reminder about the 
registration of those vehicles, which might be a more efficient way of going about it. 

As I say, I think it is important for us to allow enough time for this transition to occur. I note that the second 
reading speech stated that the start date for the introduction of this change is expected to be 1 January. Given that 
there has not been the consultation with the industry that one would expect, it may well be that it is wiser for this 
legislation to be delayed until 1 July 2010 so that these proper transitional adjustments can be made and car 
yards can put in place alternative systems that enable them to properly monitor and ensure that these vehicles are 
checked. It will also enable the public to get used to the need to set up some other reminder. It may be that we 
will have to send out some sort of cards, like we do with our drivers’ licences, which can be put in a wallet. 
Maybe we could have a device whereby we add some vehicle registration details to the licence. I do not think 
that we should make such a significant change without a transitional mechanism. In the fullness of time people 
will get used to the idea and will say that registration stickers were a crazy old-fashioned thing that we used to 
have; however, we need to ensure that in the interim we do not create problems for people and unintentionally 
put them into a situation of criminality. We do not want to create situations in which a very significantly 
increased number of vehicles are unregistered and therefore not insured. We must ensure that the industry, in 
particular car dealers, has an opportunity to put in place proper structures and systems that do not rely on the 
presence of these stickers. I think it surprising that there was not any discussion with the industry about this 
change, if we are to believe the correspondence that we have received from the industry. People are always a 
little conservative and resist change; however, it is important to give them an opportunity to express their 
concerns and to try to develop some creative strategies that might allow a more painless transition to the new 
system. We are very keen to hear from the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Transport quite 
a bit more detail on how this transition is to be managed, particularly what the hotline will consist of and what 
strategies the government proposes to put in place to assist car dealers with this particular problem. 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park) [3.54 pm]: I realise that I do not have a lot of time to speak on the Road 
Traffic Legislation Amendment (Registration Labels) Bill 2009, but I want to make some comments. I know that 
the opposition has taken the position to not oppose this amendment bill, but the member for Armadale raised 
some very good points that I wish to endorse. 

Victoria Park has obviously had a lot of car yards for a long time. I have been approached by a number of 
dealers, unfortunately only very recently, about this piece of legislation. Initially, when we all first heard about 
the requirement for the registration sticker to be removed and the saving of, I think, $500 000 a year, there did 
not seem to be anything controversial in my mind about that. However, I would like to raise a couple of issues 
with the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Transport. I do not know whether the 
parliamentary secretary has a mandate from the minister to accept any changes or suggestions from the 
opposition; I dare say he does not. However, the member for Armadale has already outlined some very good 
reasons why the government may need to rethink the start date or consider some transitional arrangements for 
the removal of the requirement of the director general to issue registration stickers. I think that the impact of this 
change will be mainly felt by people living in regional Western Australia; itinerant people or other people who 
perhaps do not have a fixed address for long periods of time, whether they are backpackers or people who are 
moving in and out of different addresses; and, indeed, pensioners. It is worth making the point now that I, and I 
am sure a lot of people in this chamber, use the sticker as notice about when the car registration needs to be 
renewed. The reminder usually comes in the mail. I of course do not pay for the registration of the car that the 
taxpayer provides me with as a member of Parliament; the sticker arrives in the mail. Earlier this year I noted 
that my sticker had expired and that I had not received anything in the mail, so I chased up the Department of the 
Premier and Cabinet. Fortunately, it had paid for the registration but had not passed the sticker on to me. 
However, it is worth noting that the same thing happened to Hon Ken Travers in the Legislative Council. He 
called the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, and an officer called him back and told him to stop driving the 
vehicle immediately because the registration had not been renewed. The only reason the department came across 
that was that the member looked at his sticker and realised that it had expired. A number of members in the other 
place on both sides of the chamber had very similar stories. As we can see, the implications for fleet vehicles — 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: I had the bizarre thing where I actually got two stickers in the mail! 
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Mr B.S. WYATT: Member for Armadale, likewise, and I sent one back because it was effectively quite a lot of 
money. Therefore, exactly the same thing happened when I chased it up; I ended up with two stickers.  

Perhaps it might be worth considering, parliamentary secretary, having a period of time during which the 
registration sticker is optional. When people pay for the registration of their vehicles, they could tick a box to say 
that, yes, they would like a sticker issued for a period of say a year or two. People may have to pay $2 or 
whatever it costs for that sticker, but I think that a lot of people will tick that yes box because they rely on that 
sticker on their windscreen to be aware of whether the vehicle is or is not registered. I met with Warren Higgs 
from Kings4Cars in Kenwick—not actually in my electorate—on Monday this week and he raised these issues 
quite strenuously because he has a medium-sized car dealership. I am sure that John Hughes in my electorate and 
some of the bigger dealers around Perth will not have many problems with these changes because everything is 
computerised and they are told whether a car is registered when it comes up on the computer et cetera. A lot of 
medium-sized car dealerships check for the registration manually; that is, the dealers wander around the yard 
looking at the stickers on the cars to work out when the registration will expire and when they need to worry 
about getting a new registration sticker. This bill will change the way they operate their business and will cause 
services to become more costly. As Warren correctly pointed out to me, it will be interesting to see perhaps 12 to 
18 months after this legislation comes into effect whether there is a spike in cars going over the pits as a result of 
people driving their vehicles unaware that the registration has expired. People might be pulled over for some 
reason or become aware that the registration has expired, and they will then have to go over the pits to renew 
their registration. It will be worth the parliamentary secretary as the member representing the Minister for 
Transport in this chamber keeping an eye on it because I dare say it will happen and the pits are struggling as it is 
to deal with the cars coming through. That is why I think a transitional arrangement along the lines of that 
suggested by the member for Armadale is a good solution. She suggested that we make the start date 1 July; 
perhaps another good solution would be to make stickers optional—people could tick a box and pay $2 for it. 
Effectively, the car owners would pay the 40-odd cents for the sticker plus a little more—or whatever it costs—
to have the opportunity to be aware that shortly the stickers will be phased out. There are significant implications 
when a person’s car is not registered and therefore not covered by third-party insurance; for example, if the 
person is in an accident, the state may look to that person to be reimbursed for those expenses. Similarly, private 
insurance does not cover people whose car is not registered or who are driving with a valid licence and all the 
bits and pieces that go with that. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: Do you get a sticker to remind you to renew your insurance? 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I get the thing to fill in. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Yes. 

Mr J.M. Francis interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Absolutely. The member missed the example I gave at the beginning of my comments 
because he was not in the chamber. I said that I had looked at the sticker on my fleet vehicle, provided courtesy 
of taxpayers, and had found that it had expired. I had to call the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, which 
informed me that it had paid the registration, so it was fine to drive the vehicle; the department just had not sent 
me the sticker. 

Mr J.M. Francis interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: That is correct, but the average car dealership—there are many in my electorate—goes about 
its business by looking at car windows. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 9824.] 
 


